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EARLY DAYS OF THE BURNETT 
[By the Hon. T. L. WILLIAMS.] 
(Delivered before the Royal Historical Society of Queensland 
at its meeting on 26 November 1964.) 
The Hon. T. L. Williams is a former Minister for Agricul-
ture and Stock, and also Education in Queensland in recent 
years. Mr. Williams, who is well known throughout the 
Burnett area as a former teacher and journalist dating back 
to 1904, divided his interesting address into two sixty-year 
periods—from 1840 to 1904, and from 1904 to the present 
time, covering in the main the district's pioneering days. 
A synopsis of the address is given below: 
"I wish to deal with the many events and happenings 
associated with early-day settlement as well as those that have 
taken place since I first arrived in the Burnett, away back in 
February, 1904, as a teacher in charge of a small country 
school, a few miles east of the district's main centre— 
Gayndah. 
Shortly after my arrival in the district, setting about to 
collect historical features of the State's best-known areas, 
I found this no easy task from the very outset. Incidents 
that today would have so much historical value and which 
would attract huge headlines in the press were most difficult 
to "track down" and what started out as a hobby turned out 
to be a task of no mean undertaking and one of frustrating 
effort. Much of what had happened in the early pioneering 
days went unrecorded, for the most part, and it appeared 
that what should have been everybody's concern actually 
became nobody's business in the long run. 
EARLY HISTORY LOST 
It simply amounted to the fact that few—if any—people 
appeared sufficiently interested enough to record happenings 
that today would prove of immense value to present-day 
historians. It was perhaps true that most station owners 
kept some kind of records, but these mostly concerned them-
selves as land owners, with highly-valuable and interesting 
happenings generally treated as commonplace daily events, 
as it were. This was a matter for sincere regret and as a 
result much of the State's early history—^forming links with 
our colourful past in the Burnett as elsewhere—has thus 
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become lost to us and to posterity. I feel sure members 
present would readUy agree that all this was a matter for 
much regret and one of grave concern, not only to historical 
bodies in particular but to members of the public generaUy, 
who might be lovers themselves of things that savour of the 
historical in any way, that so much of our colourful past has 
been lost to us through our own neglect and apathy towards 
that which forms the very basis of local history. It is more 
to our shame than to our credit to have allowed this state of 
affairs to have come about, more so in connection with the 
pioneering eras on the land in particular and of the pioneers 
themselves. 
AROUSING LAGGING INTEREST 
I congratulate the Society on its work and its value to the 
community generaUy in fostering such "talks" as I have been 
privileged to give. It is an excellent means of arousing 
lagging interest among an ever-increasing number of our 
people, whose pride in our "lengthening past" and whose 
belief in the value of preserving for all time something at 
least of our great history of the past is to be fostered and 
fed. The march of Time, going hand in hand with the State's 
rapid expansion and development, is fast wiping out these 
early records of pioneering feats. One by one old buildings 
are fast disappearing from the scene; the fell hand of sub-
division of old station and homestead properties—with their 
colourful histories— i^s being felt now more than ever, untU 
one day all we will have left will be a few old records, some 
of them not sufficiently authentic enough in the main to form 
even a reliable background to present our past in its right 
perspective. 
JOURNEYS IN SEARCH OF LAND 
Tracing the earlier history of the Burnett— f^rom the arrivals 
of Henry Stuart Russell and the Archer Bros, on exploration 
journeys in search of suitable land for sheep and cattle-
raising pursuits in the early 1840's— t^he speaker devoted the 
balance of his address to the district's early-day settlement by 
squatter families, paying due tribute to these hardy pioneers 
of those now far-off days. 
These are the people who helped to shape the future of 
Queensland, even before separation from the "Mother State" 
(New South Wales) in 1859 came about. These are the 
people who bore the stress and strain of life in the early 
days of land settlement in the new Colony, with all its hard-
ships, with little in the way of pleasure and the amenities of 
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present-day Uving which we of later generations have been 
able to enjoy. 
CONDITIONS IN THE BURNETT 
There were no hospitals and few k any schools; road, raU 
and other forms of communication were non-existent for the 
most part; doctors and other means of securing medical aid 
were unheard of; churches were unknown among such a 
sparsely-settled community; police stations were anything up 
to 100 mUes apart; such things as local banks, shire and 
town councils. Chambers of Commerce and simUar pubUc 
bodies to whom settlers could appeal for advice and/or 
assistance were for the greater part unknown or unheard of. 
The weekly coach and an occasional horse-teamster provided 
often their only link with the outside world as it were. Swag-
men, prospectors and wool-carters (or teamsters), passing 
through on un-made dirt roads, were at times an added source 
of obtaining news of happenings both near and far for the 
lonely squatter and his family and employees, which included 
ringbarkers, shearers, fencers, stockmen and rouseabouts for 
the greater part. 
Yet they weathered it all—taking "the rains and the sun-
shine" of their daily Uves without demur. Our debt to these 
hardy, intrepid pioneers of the Burnett—as elsewhere—ever 
deepens, as we let our minds drift back to them and to their 
struggles in fashioning a land worthy of our inheritance. Is it 
any wonder that we never cease to ask that thek memory 
be kept ever green and uppermost in our minds, as we pursue 
our own lives in a much-improved and advanced period of 
time? 
CLOSER SETTLEMENT 
Coming to closer settlement happenings, which in the 
Burnett took place in the late 1890's and the early 1900's 
of this century, I wish to remind Usteners that untU then, the 
Burnett was looked upon as one vast area. Nowadays it has 
become three separate areas, viz., the South, the Central and 
the Upper Burnett. This resulted in the construction of 
"made" roads into the hinterland and the opening up of 
railway Unes from Gympie (via Theebine) into the southern 
portion of the district, and one from Maryborough (via 
Mungar Junction) into the Central Burnett, foUowed later 
on with an extension from Degilbo terminus to Gayndah, 
Mundubbera, Eidsvold and later still to Monto, in the now 
far-famed Upper Burnett areas. 
Transformation to closer-settlement activities came almost 
overnight. Huge station and cattle properties were cut up 
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and many settiers from as far away as Victoria and South 
AustraUa flocked to the new "agricultural Eldorado." AU 
made good and many of their offspring stUl retain originaUy-
selected farming and grazing properties—happy and prosper-
ous settlers for the most part. 
Mention of many of the old station properties and grazing 
homesteads of those early days bring back memories to 
many present, who either knew the Bumett in its hey-day or 
in more recent years. 
THE WILD SCOTSMAN 
Recounting of many early-day incidents—^humorous and 
otherwise in the main—also revives many memories of such 
strenuous times. These include many incidents associated 
with the notorious bushranger—known as the "Wild Scots-
man"—who held up coaches, mailmen, teamsters and an 
occasional lone stockman over a long period of time. The 
story of the frequent attacks by bands of marauding blacks, 
thek tribal and inter-tribal clashes, their regular bunya feasts 
and bora-bora ceremonies, as well as the discovery of gold 
and copper in large quantities in different parts of the district, 
is part of our history. The opening up of gold mines at Mt. 
Shamrock and Mt. Steadman (in the Degilbo area), at Eids-
vold, Monal Creek, Cania and other centres in the Upper 
Burnett area, together with the development of huge copper 
deposits at Mt. Perry, Old and New Cannindah, Many Peaks 
and at Glassford Creek in particular, continues the story. 
AGRICULTURAL WEALTH 
Today, the district is a closely-settled area, mainly noted 
for its agricultural wealth (including dairying, fat-cattle rais-
ing, citrus growing and peanut and cotton production among 
the best-known pursuits). Sheep-raising activities, so promi-
nent in the early days of settlement, had at best a short life, 
due mainly to the encroachment of spear grass and other 
pests, including the prickly pear, Noogoora burr, dingo and 
kindred menaces of the time. 
As is to be expected, mention of the Burnett's racing his-
tory creates a good deal of interest. I recaU the names of 
many "old timers" connected with Queensland's early racing 
world of the 1860's in particular. These include such weU-
known personaUties of the time as W. E. and U. E. Parry-
Okeden, John and Frank Glynn ConnoUy, WUloughby and 
Percy EUiott, Fernie Kent, Hon. B. B. Moreton, RatcUffe 
Pring, J. J. Cadell, Isaac Moore, W. F McCord, the Pynes, 
BushneUs, Sinclairs, Joyces, Hindmarsh and many others. 
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FIRST QUEENSLAND DERBY 
I also wish to remind you that the Burnett sportsmen made 
history in the racing world, as the first office of the Queensland 
Jockey Club (now the Q.T.C.) was estabUshed in Gayndah 
in June, 1861, and from the added fact that the first two 
Queensland Derbies were run on the old Gayndah racecourse 
in 1868 and 1869. These were won by "The Hermit" (in 
1868) and "Zambesi" (in 1869). The foUowing year saw 
the last of the Derbies to be run at this old and historic 
town—won by Walter Scott, of Taromeo station (Nanango), 
with his horse "Grafton"—having been transferred to Bris-
bane for future running thereafter. 
FIRST ELECTION 
Lack of time prevents me from making reference to many 
other interesting matters associated with the Burnett's early-
day history. These include the names of its early parUamen-
tary representatives, the first election of members taking place 
in May, 1860, when Messrs. Charles Robert Haly and 
Robert Ramsay Mackenzie were duly elected as members, to 
represent the Burnett constituency in Queensland's first House 
of Assembly. (Incidentally the district was granted dual repre-
sentation along with a number of other areas at the time and 
only changed to single representation at the close of the sixth 
parliament in November, 1873.) Many names famiUar to 
Queensland politics for a long period of time came from the 
Burnett area, the number including Hon. B. B. Moreton, 
E. B. C. Corser, Chas. Booker, Robt. Hodge, B. H. Corser, 
John Bramston, W. F. McCord, J. J. CadeU, Alf. Jones and 
R. L. Boyd, to quote but a few of the many whose names 
figured in the political life of the State in recent years. 
I wish to conclude this "talk" with a quotation from one of 
the late "Banjo" Patterson's well-known poems: "The 
Pioneers." 
'Twas they who rode the trackless bush in heat and 
storm and drought; 
'Twas they who heard the master-word that called them 
further out. 
'Twas they who followed up the trail the mountain-
cattle made 
And pressed across the mighty range, where now their 
bones are laid. 
To you who fought the wilderness through rough, unsettled 
years: 
The founders of our Nation's life—the brave old 
PIONEERS." 
